f^g*£terS||  at 


1()0 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


December,   MM  I. 


KEEPING  THE  COMMANDMENTS 


EZRA     L.     MARLER 


"D  EHOLD,    a   sower  went    forth   to  sow; 

■^  And  when  he  sowed,  sonic  seeds  fell 
by  tile  way  side  and  the  fowls  eaine  and 
devoured  them  up;  Sonic  fell  upon  stony 
places,  where  they  had  not  much  earth  : 
and  forthwith  they  sprung  up,  because  they 
had  HO  deepness  of  earth:  And  when  the 
sun  was  up,  they  were  scorched ;  and  be- 
cause they  had  no  root,  they  withered 
away.  And  some  fell  among  thorns;  and 
the  thorns  sprung  up,  and  choked  them: 
But  other  fell  into  good  ground,  and 
brought,  forth  fruit,  some  an  hundred- 
fold, some  sixtyfold,  some  thirtyfold." — 
Matthew  13:8-8. 

Well  do  sowers  of  the  gospel  seed  realize 
that  much  of  the  seed  they  sow  falls  by 
the  wayside  and  is  given  no  opportunity  to 
germinate.  They  know  too  that  much  of 
it  falls  on  stony  ground  and  will  succumb 
to  the  scorching  rays  of  the  tribulation's 
sun;  and  th  it  a  regrettable  portion  of  it  falls 
among  the  thorns  and  will  be  strangled  and 
starved  by  the  obtruding  and  persistent 
tares  of  worldly,  temporal  life.  What  por- 
tion of  the  seeds  that  falls  in  good  heart- 
soil  will  produce  an  hundredfold,  what  por- 
tion sixtyfold  and  what  portion  only  thirty- 
fold  they  cannot  tell. 

In  the  mission  field  many  of  the  sowers 
of  the  seed  and  the  cultivators  of  the  crop 
have  been  called  away  by  the  demands  of 
war.  They   are   no   longer  there   to   con- 

tend with  the  devouring  birds  and  the  chok- 
ing tares,  and  to  screen  out  the  withering 
rays  of  the  scorching  sun.  Then  "  What 
shall  the  harvest  be?  " 

The  large  majority  of  reports  from  the 
mission  branches  indicate  a  tenacious  hold- 
ing on  by  the  members  left  largely  to  their 
own  resources  and  leadership.  Those  who 
are  zealous  in  cultivating  the  seed  within 
them  and  fighting  with  valour  the  opposing 
tares  will  be  rewarded  with  great  strength 
and  power  and  loveliness  of  life  than  could 
have  been  achieved  under  more  protected 
conditions. 

The  sturdy  oak  braves  the  winds  that  re- 
peatedly challenge  its  right  to  stand   alone. 


Helving  on  itself  and  the  inmate  powers 
provided  by  designing  Providence,  it  sinks 

its  loots  deep  into  the  soil  and  stands  erect 
despite  the  fury  of  the  storm;  while  the 
grass-root  saplings  about  it,  grown  rank 
under  protective  covering,  lose  their  grip 
and  are  blown  away. 

The  great  determining  test  for  the  saints 
in  the  field,  as  elsewhere,  is  in  the  keep 
ing  of  the  commandments  of  the  Lord. 
One  of  the  greatest  evidences  of  the  truth 
and  divinity  of  the  gospel  as  taught  by  the 
Latter-day  Saints  is  that  its  members  never 
forsake  nor  deny  it  while  living  by  its  teach- 
ings. Never  have  we  known  a  person, 
while  living  the  true  "  Mormon  "  way  of 
life,  who  found  more  truth  and  greater  hope 
in  another  church.  Latter-day  Saints 
never  lose  their  faith  nor  depart  from  the 
Church  who  sustain  and  honour  the  priest- 
hood in  it ;  say  their  prayers  sincerely, 
regularly  and  often ;  live  clean  lives ; 
participate  regularly  in  Sacrament  service; 
pay  their  tithing  and  keep  the  Word  of 
Wisdom. 

Shall  we  count  this  a  large  price  to  pay 
for  eternal  life  in  the  celestial  kingdom  of 
our  God?  Our  Lord,  when  he  was  here, 
likened  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  a  pearl  of 
great  price  for  which  a  man  sold  all  that  he 
had  that  he  might  possess  it.  If  we  could 
but  know  the  untold  value  that  attaches  to 
this  peal,  none  of  us  would  hesitate  to  give 
our  all  for  its  possession. 

While  there  are  no  missionaries  in  the 
field  the  Evil  One  will  try  with  all  his  might 
to  break  down  the  spiritual  strength  of  the 
church  members.  He  will  urge  that  there 
are  but  few  to  attend  meetings  and  no 
fluent  speakers,  so  there  is  no  need  to  go. 
He  will  never  tell  us  that  in  going  we  will 
lend  moral  support  and  encouragement  to 
others;  that  we  will  gather  spiritual 
strength  by  obeying  the  direct  command  of 
the  Lord  to  keep  holy  the  Sabbath  and 
partake  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
supper  that  we  might  always  have  His 
spirit  to  be  with  us, 

(Continued   on   page   174.1 
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D EEORE  the  next  issue  of  the  Messenger 
"  is  sent  forth,  we  shall  have  observed 
another  festive  season  of  the  year.  The 
season,  that  has  become  the  great  holiday 
time  of  the  year,  during  which  many  travel 
to  new  and  exciting  places  of  interest,  or 
to  visit  friends  and  relatives.  This  is  the 
time,  too,  when  so  many  happy  reunions 
are  enjoyed,  gifts  are  given  as  at  no  other 
time  of  the  year,  and  best  wishes  and 
appropriate  greetings  of  the  Christmas  and 
New  Year  Seasons  are  extended  to  all.  The 
beautiful  sentiments  of  love  and  greetings 
of  the  Christmas  card  seem  to  ring  a  bit 
truer  than  at  other  times  of  the  year,  and 
many  moments  are  spent  in  searching  for 
the  cards  that  will  best  convey  our  feelings 
during  this  particular  season  of  the  year. 

Many  expensive  gifts  are  bestowed  in  an 
effort  to  more  fully  express  our  sentiments, 
and  a  spirit  of  pride  often  times  overrules 
our  better  judgment,  bringing  distress  and 
debts  that  overshadow  the  joys  of  giving. 
The  greater  joy  comes  when  the  gift, 
though  it  may  be  only  a  spoken  word,  is 
given  out  of  the  fulness  of  the  heart  for 
the  gift  without  the  giver  is  bare." 
Tn  nil  our  giving  let  us  remember  more 
fully  the  first  gifts  that  were  given  beside 
the  manger  and  the  spirit  of  worship  and 
goodwill  that   accompanied  them.  Little 

did  the  wise  men  realize  that  during  cen- 
turies to  follow  their  example  of  gift  giving 
wo\ild  become  an  almost  universal  custom. 
Certainly,   the  wise  men  would   desire   that 


our  gift  giving  too,  would  be  to  the  honour 
and  glory  of  the  Giver  of  the  greatest  gifts 
of  life.  In  this  coming  Season,  so  marred 
by  the  strife  of  battle  on  the  field  and 
bitterness  and  confusion  among  all  man- 
kind, there  is  a  much  greater  need  for  a 
return  to  the  two  great  commandments  of 
the  (liver  of  All  Good  Gifts  "  Thou  shalt 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  th\ 
mind.  This  is  the  first  and   great  com- 

mandment, and  the  second  is  like  unto  it. 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself. 
On  these  two  commandments  hang  all  the 
law   and  the  prophets." 

May  our  enjoyment  of  the  festivities  ihis 
season  be  enriched  by  the  added  blessings 
that  come  from  a  true  worship  of  Jesus 
the  Christ.  Let  the  song  of  the   angels 

ring  clearer  in  our  ears  than  ever  before  : 
"Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward 
men."  Let  our  prayers  for  peace  be  un- 
ceasing and  our  lives  conform  more  to  the 
teachings  that  will  bring  exaltation  in  the 
Kingdom  of  our  Father  in  heaven. 

The  Mission  President  and  family  join  in 
extending  to  all  very  best  wishes  for  a 
Merry.  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy. 
Successful  New  Year. 

Sincerely. 

JUNE  B.   SHARP. 

IDA  G.  SHARP. 

HELEN  SHARP. 

ALAN  G.  SHARP. 

LA  JUNE  SHARP. 
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Ctjrist,  Christmas,  anb  &anta  Clausi 

By     T.     EDGAR     LYON 

Associate  Director,  Salt  Lake,  L.D.S.  Institute  of  Religion, 
University  of  Utah 


NO  custom  is  more  universally  cele-. 
brated  by  Christians  than  that  of 
Christmas — a  festive  occasion  in  com- 
memoration of  the  birth  of  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth. Strange  as  it  may  appear,  however, 
Christians  in  various  parts  of  the'  world  arc 
not  agreed  concerning  the  date  of  the 
Saviour's  nativity.  The  members  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
participate  in  the.  Christmas  celebrations 
traditional  in  those  lands  in  which  they 
live.  They  do  not,  however,  accept  such 
occasions  as  the  actual  date  of  the  birth  of 
Christ.  From  modern  revelation  they  know 
that  April  6  is  his  natal  day.l  In  various 
early  periods  of  the  Christian  era  it  has 
been  observed  in  January,  March,  April, 
and  May.15  Even  in  this  country  the 
major  divisions  of  Christianity  are  not 
agreed  concerning  this  day,  some  celebrat- 
ing it  in  December,  others  in  January.  The 
uncertainty  of  this  date  is  attested  by  the 
prefatory  note  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Christmas  masses: 

The    cx<ict   day   of  our  Lord' a  birth    on 

earth  ha*  never  been   revealed  to  us;  but 

the  Roman   Church   has,   from  early  ages, 

set   apart    for  its   solemn    celebration    the 

tieenty-fifth  el  ay   of   December.* 

In    eary    days    of    the    Roman     Church, 

December   25   was   observed    as   the   day   of 

St.  Anatasia,   a  Christian  martyr.        It  was 

not     until     late      in     the     fourth      century 

(apparently    353    or    354    A. P.)    that    the 

Roman    Church   first   designated   December 

25  as  the  day  to  commemorate  the  birth  of 

the  Messiah. 

Why  was  this  done?  Apparently  the  ex- 
planation is  to  be  foiind  in  the  fact  that  in 
nearly  every  western  land  of  the  northern 
hemisphere   the  closing   days   of   December 

1  Doctrine   and  Covenants   20:1. 

2  Mathews  and  Smith.  A  Dictionary  of 
tfclie/ion  and  Ethics,  p.  96. 

5F;  X.  Lasanco.   The  New  Missal  for  "Every  ■ 
Day,  p.  169. 


had,  from  time  immemorial,  been  the  days 
for  the  year's  greatest  festivities.  Jn  some 
northern  lands  it  was  the  celebration  of  the 
winter  solstice,  when  the  sun,  as  it  were, 
was  born  again.  In  others,  it  was  the  feast 
of  Yule  (Jule,  lol,  or  lul)  in  honour  of  the 
pagan  god,  Thor.  Romanized  lands  cele- 
brated with  much  merriment  the  Feast  of 
the  Saturnalia  after  December  7.  Jews 
celebrated  the  "  Feast  of  Lights  "  (Feast 
of  Dedication)  from  December  17  to 
December  25.  Mithraism,  one  of  the  most 
widespread  of  the  ancient  mystery  religions 
and  one  of  the  most  serious  competitors  of 
Christianity  in  the  early  centuries,  cele- 
brated the  birthday  of  its  god,  Mithras,  on 
December  25. 

In  view  of  these  already  widespread 
customs  of  feasting  and  celebrating  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  and  the  firmness  with 
which  these  customs  were  rooted  in  the 
lives  of  the  people,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the 
Christians  superimposed  the  celebration  or 
Christ's  birthday  upon  this  season.  By  so 
doing,  they  accomplished  three  things. 
First,  they  capitalized  on  the  traditional 
period  for  festal  experiences  and  made  it 
a  season  of  Christ-centered  rejoicing. 
Second,  they  weakened  the  influence  that 
surviving  paganism  might  have  on  new 
converts  to  the  Christian  church  by  offering 
a  substitute  for  their  customary  pagan  cele- 
brations. Third,  they  retained,  but  re- 
interpreted, gift-giving,  prayers,  sacrifices. 
use  of  lights,  colours  or  other  symbolism 
wherever  they  had  been  part  of  the  pagan 
ceremonies,  giving  them  a  significance  re- 
ferring to  Jesus. 

An  acquaintance  with  the  customs  con- 
nected with  the  celebration  of  Christmas  in 
European  lands  in  this  century  indicates, 
however,  that  while  the  observance  of  the 
Saviour's  birthday  has  been  adopted  as 
December  25,  the  old  pagan  forms  were 
never  entirely  overcome.  For  instance,  the 
use  of  straw  goats  during  the  Christmas 
season  in  Sweden  is  evidentlv  a  survival  of 
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an  ancient  pagan  fertility  cult;  the  Yule 
Log  is  another  un-Christian  symbol ;  the 
fruit  or  Christmas  cakes  of  most  lands,  and 
I  lie  use  of  mistletoe  and  holly  are  yet  other 
festival  symbols  which  survived  into 
Christianity  for  no  good  reason,  except  that 
they  were  deeply  rooted  in  the  social  cus- 
toms of  the  people. 

With  the  passing  of  the  years,  under  the 
teachings  of  the  church  leaders,  people 
gradually  forgot  the  ancient  pagan  celebra- 
tions. They  entered  into  the  colourful 
ceremonies  of  the  Christmas  season  and, 
after  a  generation  or  two,  December  25  was 
accepted  in  the  public  mind  as  the  real 
birthday  of  the  Saviour.  The  newer 
generations  soon  forgot  the  pagan  signifi- 
cance of  many  of  the  customs  they  observed 
in  connection  with  the  activities  of  the  holi- 
day season.  In  each  land  distinctive 
traditions  were  perpetuated  and  new  ones 
developed,  until  in  modem  times  Christmas 
customs  in  the  different  Christian  lands  are 
more  varied  than  the  languages  of  those 
nations.  The  date  of  Christmas  was  about 
the  only  thing  that  all  of  the  lands  had  in 
common. 

In  America  we  are  guilty  of  having  made 
an  addition  of  doubtful  value  to  the  Christ- 
mas celebration,  namely,  that  of  Saint 
Nicholas  or  Santa  Claus.  How  did  this 
intruder  become  identified  with  the  Christ- 
mas celebration  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
lias  almost  crowded  Jesus  out  of  the  Christ- 
mas season?  St.  Nicholas,  according  to 
traditoin,  was  Bishop  of  Myra,  Lycia  (Asia 
Minor),  in  the  early  fourth  century.  He 
was  a  man  of  wealth  who  used  his  money 
to  do  good  deeds,  but  swore  those  whom 
he  aided  to  secrecy.  He  especially  pro- 

tected and  befriended  students,  and  pro- 
vided the  dowries  for  daughters  of  im- 
poverished parents,  that  they  might  marry 
to  their  best  advantage. 

Following  his  death,  many  tales  were 
told  by  his  benefactors  concerning  his 
magnanimous  deeds,  and  numerous  tradi- 
tions grew  up  concerning  him.  He  became 
a  saint  through  popular  acclaim  and  was 
adopted  throughout  Europe  as  the  patron 
saint  of  boys,  girls,  students,  young  ladies 
seeking  suitable  marriages,  bankers,  pawn- 
brokers,   and  sailors.  So   great   was  his 


popularity  that  at  one  time  he  was  probably 
revered  more  than  any  other  saint,  with  the 
exceptions  of  Peter  and  Mary. 

He  became  the  patron  saint  of  llussia 
and  of  many  of  the  Italian  and  Spanish 
seaports;  numerous  church  edifices  in 
France,  Belgium,  Germany,  and  the  Scan- 
dinavian countries  were  dedicated  to  him  ; 
in  England  alone  more  than  four  hundred 
churches  were  named  in  his  honour.4  His 
day,  in  accordance  with  the  Calendar  of 
Saints  commemorated  by  masses  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  is  celebrated 
December  6. 

He  was  originally  depicted  in  a  long  robe 
of  bright  red,  trimmed  with  gold  braid,  with 
a  bishop's  pointed  headdress,  wearing  san- 
dals and  carrying  a  staff.  When  his  fame 
spread  to  western  Europe,  the  tradition 
was  expanded,  and  he  acquired  a  donkey 
and  later  a  white  horse  on  which  to  ride. 
Then,  in  keeping  with  the  custom  of 
gentlemen  in  medieval  Spain,  a  black  slave 
boy  was  added  to  the  tradition  as  an 
attendant  who  carried  the  gifts  in  a  sack 
which  never  became  empty. 

During  the  days  when  Spain  ruled  the 
Spanish  Netherlands  (Belgium  and  Hol- 
land) St.  Nicholas  was  adopted  as  the 
patron   saint  of   children.  Legend   soon 

had  him  make  an  annual  visit  from  Spain 
to  the  Netherlands,  where  he  rode  through 
the  streets,  followed  by  Black  Pete,  his 
slave,  on  the  evening  of  December  5. 
Children,  upon  retiring,  left  hay  and  carrots 
in  their  wooden  shoes  for  his  horse  to  eat 
while  he  left  gifts  for  them.  His  coming 
was  distinctly  a  children's  treat — grown-ups 
were  excluded  from  his  beneficences.  It 
was  the  time  when  children  acquired  the 
toys  and  games  to  keep  them  entertained 
during  the  winter  days  when  they  were 
forced  to  play  indoors. 

When  the  Protestant  Reformation  swept 
the  Netherlands,  the  people  stormed  the 
Catholic  churches,  smashing  statues  and 
stained  glass  windows  and  destroying  or 
plastering  over  the  mural  paintings,  which 
they  viewed  as  idolatrous.  In  their  en- 
deavour to  destroy  further  the  outward 
signs  of  Roman  Catholicism,  they  abolished 
the  observance  of  days  commemorative  of 

4  Encyclopedia  Britnnnica .  vol.  16.  p.  416. 
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the  saints  and  symbols  reminiscent  of  them 
Si.  Nicholas,  however,  was  su  much  a  part 
ot  childhood   joy   that,   he  alone  of  all    the 

saints  was  allowed  to  remain,  and  in  the 
traditions  continued  to  wear  the  regalia  of 
the  ancient  bishop  and  make  his  animal 
mysterious  visits. 

The  settlement  of  New  Amsterdam  and 
the  Hudson  valley  by  the  Dutch  early  in 
the  seventeenth  century,  resulted  in  the 
importation  of  Saint  Nicholas  into  the 
American     colonies.  By     the     time     the 

British  took  over  the  Dutch  colonies  and 
New  Amsterdam  was  re-christened  New 
York,  the  annual  visits  of  the  generous 
saint  had  become  so  endeared  to  the  hearts 
ot  the  settlers  that  no  amount  of  British 
opposition  could  halt  his  activities.  Eng- 
land was  at  war  with  Catholic  Spain  and 
anything  that  was  reminiscent  of  either 
Catholicism  or  Spain  was  distasteful  to  the 
British  mind.  Apparently  under  the  stress 
of  this  tense  religious  and  political  feeling, 
the  tradition  of  St.  Nicholas  and  his  activi- 
ties gradually  underwent  some  drastic 
changes  in  the  minds  of  the  colonists  in 
America.  His  homeland  was  changed  from 
Spain  to  the  North  Pole.  A  horse,  being 
nnsnited  for  the  snowy  north,  was  ex- 
changed for  a  sleigh  and  eight  reindeer,  the 
names  of  which  show  a  combination  of 
English,  Dutch  and  German  influences. 
His  bishop's  clothing  likewise  underwent 
a  transformation,  with  the  bishop's  mitre 
being  elongated  into  a  stocking  cap,  the 
cloak  shortened  into  a  coat,  stripped  of  its 
gold  braid  and  ermine  substituted  for  it. 
A  pair  of  trousers  was  the  essential  com- 
plement of  the  coat.  Boots  were  substi- 
tuted for  the  sandals  and  a  wide  black  belt, 
so  common  on  the  clothing  of  gentlemen  of 
the  day,  drew  the  coat  tightly  about  him. 
The  Moorish  slave  was  discarded  and  the 
newly  garbed  saint  was  able  to  continue  his 
visits  unmolested. 

Two  additional  changes  were  made. 
First,  the  dignified  formality  of  his  Dutch 
name,  "  Sint  Nicolaas."  was  corrupted  in 
the  speech  of  children  and  parents  alike  in- 
to the  more  easily  syllabicated  "  Sinter 
Klaas."  The  dropping  of  the  "  r, "  which 
became  customary  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard, 
soon  led  to  "  Sinta  Klaas."  which  was 
amrlici/.ed   into    "  Santa    Clans."      Second. 


to    get    awa\    from    the    Calendar    of    Saint* 

and  its  implications,  his  gift-giving  was 
identified  with  the  gift  of  the  Christ-child, 

and  his  visit  was  timed  for  the  eve  of  the 
traditional   birthday  of  Christ. 

Thus,  in  America,  Saint  Nicolas  was 
transformed    from    the    Catholic    bishop   of 

legend  into  the  jolly,  fat  Santfl  Clans  we 
know  today,  and  superimposed  on  the 
Christmas  observance.     His  popularity  was 

so  great  among  both  children  and  adults 
that  returning  colonial  officials  carried  news 
of  the  reconstructed  saint  back  to  England. 
Soon  he  was  exported  to  England,  and  from 
there  his  fame  spread  throughout  the 
empire,  where  he  is  now  popularly  known 
as  "  Father  Christmas." 

Such,  after  nearly  two  centuries,  is  the 
strange  accompaniment  of  the  Christmas 
celebration.  The  trappings  which  time 
and  occasion  and  many  peoples  have  added 
have  sometimes  seemed  far  removed  from 
the  original  advent,  but  without  exception 
they  have  sought  to  promote  the  spirit  of 
rejoicing,  of  harmony  and  good  will  which 
is  the  essence  of  Christmas.  There  is  little 
logic  and  much  of  fabrication  in  the  cele- 
bration as  we  know  it,  but  there  is  abiding 
truth  in  the  essential  and  meaningful 
observance  that  remains  at  the  heart  of  it. 
Santa  Clans  may  seem  to  have  over- 
shadowed Christ  in  the  popular  mind,  but 
to  those  who  listen,  penetrating  the 
obscurity  of  myth  and  legend,  tradition 
and  social  custom,  the  message  of  the 
angels  sounds  above  the  folk  carols;  to 
those  who  see  the  star  of  Bethlehem  shines 
brighter  than  tinsel  or  pagan  candle;  and 
to  those  who  feel,  the  greatest  of  all  gifts  is 
still  the  gift  of  the  Son  whom  the  Father 
sent,  not  to  condemn  the  world,  but  to 
redeem  it. 

□   □ 


Head  the  Bool:  of  Mormon. 

I  Nephi  said  unto  my  father  I  will  go 
and  do  the  things  which  the  Lord  hath 
commanded,  for  T  know  that  the  Lord 
givelh  no  commandment  unto  the  children 
of  men,  save  he  shall  prepare  a  way  for 
them  that  they  may  accomplish  the  thing 
which  he  hath  commandeth  them." — Book 
of  Mormon.  1  Nephi,  Chapter  3,  verse  7. 
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Durban  Branch  : 

During  the  recent  visit  of  President  and 
Sister  Sharp,  the  Durban  Branch  Presi- 
dency  was  reorganized.  For  the  past  four 
years  Bro.  John  Moure  has  laboured  faith- 
fully and  well  in  the  leadership  of  this 
branch,  and  has  had  much  joy  in  the  work. 
At  his  request,  and  with  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks,  he  was  released  and  Bro.  Louis 
Duncan  sustained  as  President,  with  Bro. 
Arthur  Pagan  to  labour  as  1st  Counsellor. 
A  2nd  Counsellor  is  to  be  chosen  at  a  later 
date. 

During  the  four  years  that  Bro.  Moore 
served  as  Branch  President,  he  was  greatly 
assisted  in  all  his  work  by  his  good  wife. 
Sister  Moore  is  still  serving  as  a  Sunday 
School  teacher. 

Congratulations  are  due  to  Bro.  and 
Sister  Duncan  on  the  arrival  on  August 
11th  of  their  daughter,  Lynette  Joy.  So 
named  and  blessed  by  her  father,  October 
29th,  at  the  Durban  Branch  Conference. 

President  and  Sister  Sharp  spent  a 
pleasant  afternoon  in  Pietermaritzburg  with 
Sister  Elsie  Nielsen  and  Sister  H.  M. 
McCathie.  We  extend  our  deepest  sym- 
pathy to  Sister  McCathie  in  the  loss  of  her 
soldier  son  "  Up  North."  We   pray   the 

peace  of  heaven  may  comfort  her  aching 
heart. 

Cumorah  : 

Cape  District  Conference  was  held 
Sunday,  November  12th.  with  an  Officers' 
and  Teachers'  report  meeting  at  9.15  a.m., 
Sunday  School  Conference  at  10.30  a.m. 
and   Sacrament   Service   at   7   p.m.  The 

meetings  were  well  attended  and  enjoyed 
bv    all.  Members    of   the  Eerste    River 


Branch    took   part    in   all    the  gatherings. 

A  new  arrival  has  come  to  the  home  oJ 
George  Alfred  and  Harriet  Humphries 
Schwartz.  A  son,  named  and  blessed 
Richard  Cray  Schwartz  by  Edwin  -Jos. 
Jakins  on  October  20th.       Congratulations. 

The  Mowbray  Branch  Belief  Society 
Bazaar  was  held  on  the  4th  of  November, 
and  was  a  success  in  very  way.  It  was 
well  attended  and  all  had  a  good  time. 
The  Belief  Society's  finances  were  well 
replenished. 

A  new  daughter  came  to  the  home  of 
Claude  V.  and  Dorothy  Seager  on  Novem- 
ber 9th.  Mother  and  babe  are  doing 
nicely.       All  the  best. 

Not  to  remain  more  than  a  few  hours, 
came  the  infant  son,  Ernest  George 
Peabody  Booth.  The  sorrowing  parents 
are  Ernest  Edmund  Peabody  Booth.  "  Up 
North,"  and  his  wife  Arline  D.  Kehl.  To 
them  go  our  heartfelt   sympathy. 

President  and  Sister  Sharp  have  just 
returned  from  visiting  the  Poll  Elizabeth 
and  East  London  Branches.  At  Porl 
Elizabeth  a  good  time  was  enjoyed  by  the 
43  friends  and  members  that  attended  the 
social  Thursday  evening,  November  23rd. 
The  party  was  the  closing  social  of  the  year 
and  a  welcome  to  the  President  and  his 
wife.  Conference  meetings  on  Sunday,  the 
26th,    were   well   attended. 

In  East  London  two  hue  meetings  were 
held  at  the  home  of  Bro.  and  Sister 
Teughey,  November  19th.  Bro.  B.  A.  T. 
Jubber  conducted  the  meetings. 

Springs  Branch. 

Word  of  the  engagement  of  Dolina 
Johnson    and    Jakobus    Albertus    Johannes 
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Hanekom,  of  the  S.A.A.F.,  was  received. 
Our  heartiest  congratulations.  Miss  .Johnson 
is  the  youngest  daughter  of  Bro.  and  Sister 

.).   J.  .Johnson,   of  Springs. 

Sister  Olive  Jubber  and  two  sons  have 
returned  from  a  holiday  in  Mast  London. 
Bertie,  son  of  Bro.  and  Sister  B.  E. 
Phillips,  has  recovered  from  shock  received 
from  lightning.  Reaford  Futter  and  family 
have  returned  from  visiting  friends  in 
Johannesburg.  Bro.  Leonard  (1.  Muir  was 
the  speaker  Sunday  evening,  November 
»  lDth.  A   basket  and   games  evening  was 

held  in  the  hall  November  24th. 
Liahona  Branch. 

Congratulations  are  due  to  Bro.  and  Sister 
Doug.  Charsley;  their  first  child,  a  son,  was 
born  November  1st.  Sister  Mary  Vice  is 
visiting    in    Durban    and    Margate.  Bro. 

and  Sister  Botha  have  returned  from  a  trip 
to  the  Free  State.        Bro.    Ken   Sutherland 
is  to  undergo  an  operation  shortly  for  sinus 
trouble. 
North-Western  Branch. 

Sister     E.      L.      Brummer     is     suffering 
Bronchitis;  we  wish  her  an  early  recovery. 
Enjoyed  the  visit  of  Frank  Donly,  Novem- 
ber 12th. 
Krugersdorp  Branch. 

We  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Edwin 
Taschner,  beloved  son  of  our  good  friend, 
Mrs.  H.  Taschner,  on  18th  of  November; 
we  tender  our  deepest  sympathy.  The 
Sunday  School  was  reorganized  November 
11th:  Sister  Edna  Kewney  superintendent, 
and  Sister  Joey  Goodway  as  assistant  and 
teacher,  Eunice  Doman  junior  teacher  and 
Elaine  Doman  secretary.  Sister  Theo. 
Cherrit  was  released  and  has  gone  to  Cape 
Town   to   make   her   home.  After   many 

wreeks  in  the  hospital  Frankie  Banfield  has 
returned  to  his  home. 
Ram  ah  Branch. 

Sister  Hayden  is  visiting  her  daughter  in 
Durban.  Tex  Smith  is  back  in  Cottesloe 
Hospital  and  has  undergone  a  successful 
operation.  The  Primary  held  a  fancy  dress 
party,  November  3rd,  and  the  Sunday 
School  enjoyed  a  good  dancing  party  that 
evening.  The  M.I. A.  closing  social  was 

held  November  14th.  Bro.  Frank  Donly 
and  son,  Calvin,  has  spent  a  lelightful  two 
weeks  at  the  Kismet   Guest   Farm.        Bro. 


Claude  Seager,  of  the  "  engineers,"   is  in 

the  Cottesloe  Military  Hospital  ;is  the  result 
of  an  accident  on  the.  Pretoria  Road  Beveral 
weeks  ago;  good  progress  is  being' made. 
Sister  Lorraine  Bibbs  has  been  visiting 
relatives  and  friends  in  the  Transvaal,  and 
Sister  Veronica  Jakins,  also  of  the  Cape 
District,  left  recently  for  her  holiday  in  the 
Transvaal.  Bro.  George  Canter  spent  e 
few  days  in  the  Free  State  visiting  his 
mother. 


EXTRAVAGANCE 

EXTRAVAGANCE  is  a  twofold  evil:  it  is 
»  a  waste  of  money  and  a  waste  of  time. 
Samuel  Johnson  said,  "  He  that  is  extrava- 
gant will  soon  become  poor,  and  poverty 
will  enforce  dependence  and  invite  cor- 
ruption. " 

Extravagance  is  Vain  spending  and  such 
spending,  as  indeed  any  vanity,  corrupts  the 
soul.  So,  by  careless  and  indifferent  spend 
ing,  we  not  only  lose  our  money  but  we  dis- 
tort our  outlook.  Our  thinking  and  actions 
become  founded  on  false  ideas  and  despic- 
able dreams.  What  is  more  pitiful  than 
the  person  who  is  content  that  his  "  ship 
will  soon  come  in."  The  finer  qualities  of 
vigour  of  mind  and  body,  the  desire  to  do 
something  and  get  somewhere  are  gone; 
ambition's  rise  is  thwarted. 

Theophrastus,  the  philosopher  said, 
"  Waste  of  time  is  the  most  extravagant 
and  costly  of  all  expenses." 

The  hour  lost  is  gone  forever.  What 

might  that  hour  have  contributed  if  it  had 
been  utilized ;  what  income  of  mind  and 
pocket  would  have  resulted  if  the  hour  had 
not  been  wasted  !  Gone  is  time  and  the 
wealth  time  could  have  produced. 

Trite  and  true  are  the  words  of  Whittier, 
"  Of  all  sad  words  of  tongue  or  pen,  the 
saddest  are  these,  "  It  might  have  been  '." 

But  for  extravagance  of  money  and  time, 
the  world  might  have  been  different,  the  in- 
dividual world  as  well  as  the  whole  world. 
The  individual  would  have  been  richer,  in 
the  larger  sense,  and  the  whole  world 
immensely  more  so. 

No  sound  man  can  afford  to  waste  either 
time  or  monev,  and  no  wise  man  will. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

December,     1944 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

I   come   to   Thee,   all   penitent, 
I   feel   Thy   love   for   me. 
Dear    Saviour,    in    this    Sacrament 
I   do   remember  Thee. 


GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

"He  that  endureth  in  faith  and  doeth  My 
will,  the  same  .shall  overcome,  and  shall  receive 
an  inheritance  upon  the  earth,  when  the  day 
of   transfiguration    shall   come. 

Doc.    and    Cov.    ti.'L'JO. 


GOSPEL    MESSAGE. 

"  For  the  hour  is  nigh  and  the  day  soon  at 
hand  when  the  earth  is  ripe;  and  all  the  proud 
and  they  that  do  wickedly  shall  be  as  stubble. ; 
and  I  will  burn  them  up,  saith  the  Lord  of 
Hosts,  that  wickedness  shall  not  be  upon  the 
earth. 

Doc.  and  Cov.  29:8. 

SENIORS. 

Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we  attain 
unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the 
resurrection. 

Doc.  and  Coy.  131:18. 

JUNIORS. 

Believe  in  God:  believe  that  he  is-,  and  that 
he  created  all  things,  both  in  heaven  and  in 
earth  ;  believe  that  he  has  all  wisdom,  and  all 
power,   both   in   heaven  and   in  earth. 

Mosiah  4:9. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

See  that  none  render  evil  for  evil  unto  any 
man,  but  ever  follow  that  which  is  good,  both 
among  vourselves  and  to  all  men. 

I  Thess.   5:15. 

PRIMARY. 

Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit:  for  their's  is 
the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Matt,  5:3. 

KINDERCARTEN. 

The  lips  that  say,   "  Forgive  me  please. 
I  know  that  I  did   wrong," 
Will   wear   a    smile,    and   be   at   ease. 
And   sing   a  happy   song. 


Branch  Teachers'  Message, 
December,    1944 

FAST    OFFERINGS 

PRESIDENT     .J.      REL'BEX     CLARK.      Jk., 
describes    the    last   and    fast    ottering:,    as 
follows : — 

Each  member  is  asked  to  fast  for  two  meals 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  each  month,  and  t  i 
give  as  a  wholly  voluntary  contribution  the 
ecpjivalent  of  those  meals  which  is  used  for 
the   support  of   the  poor. 

How  conscientious  are  you  as  a  Latter-day 
Saint  in  the  keeping  of  the  fast  and  in  the 
payment  of  your  fast  offerings?  How  do  you 
determine  the  real  cash  value  of  the  two  meals 
each  month  which  you  do  not  consume?  Would 
you  be  willing  and  satisfied  to  subsist  on  meals 
of  the  cash  value  determined  by  the  fast  offer- 
ing you  pay? 

The  person  who  pays  only  5/-  fast  offering 
per  year  makes  an  involuntary  statement  to  t ii. - 
-Lord  that  the  cost  of  lus  meals  during  the  year 
averages  approximately  2£d.  each.  On  this 
basis,  such  person,  allegedly,  lives  on  three 
meats  per  day  with  a  cash  value  slightly  over 
7£d.,  or  a  total  food  cost  of  18/6  per  month. 
Undoubtedly,  the  pangs  of  hunger  would  be  very 
real  to  many  of  us  if  our  Heavenly  Father  were 
to  limit  our  "  daily  bread  "  to  the  standard  of 
value  we  voluntarily  set  thereon  in  the  payment 
of  our  fast  offerings. 

A  young  family  of  three  was  asked  how  its 
honest  fast  offering  was  determined.  The  head 
of  the  family  replied : — 

The  total  cash  value  of  our  food  averages 
£10  per  month.  We  estimate  that  an  addi- 
tional 25  -  per  month  is  spent  in  spices,  fuel 
for  cooking,  etc.,  making  a  total  cost  of 
£11  os.  per  month.  There  are  ninety  family 
meals  prepared  each  month  which  means  that 
each  such  meal  costs  2/6,  Since  we  refrain 
from  two  meals  on  the  fast  day.  our  fast  offer- 
ing is  5/-.  Over  a  period  of  twelve  months 
our  fast  offerings  amount  to  £3.  or  41  per 
capita  for  the  year. 

Li  the  above  instance,  such  a  fast  offering  is 
full  and,  therefore,  honest.  If,  however,  the 
same  size  family  has  a  smaller  or  larger  ex- 
penditure for  food  each  month,  then,  of  course, 
the  fast  offering  should  be  adjusted  accordingly. 

Some  have  asked:  "How  does  the  gardener 
or  a  farmer  determine  his  fast  offering?  "  The 
answer  is  obvious — it  should  be  gauged  by  the 
market  value  of  the  food  not  consumed  on  the 
fast  day. 

Some  have  said.  "  Rut  I  can't  afford  to  pay 
such  a  fast  offering.  I  pay  my  tithing  and 
other  donations,  and  it's  just  too  much."'  This 
is  only  another  way  of  saying.  "  I  don't  believe 
in  fasting,"  because  the  fast  offering  is  simply 
that  amount  of  money  which  would  have  been 
spent    for  food    anyway    if    the    person    had    not 

(Continued  on  page  174."> 
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Keeping  the   Commandments.-    From   page   10  i. 

That  deceiving,  soul-destroying  enemy  of 
righteousness  may  suggest  that  bfae  Churcli 
is  rich  and  does  not  need  our  iihhh\  uearl) 
as  much  as  we  need  it,  therefore  we  should 
not  pay  our  tithing.  The  Devil  knows  full 
well  th;it  for  our  own  good  we  should  pay 
it,  and  he  Laughs  at  our  folly  in  forfeiting 
the  rich  blessings  that  an:  his  who  is  faith- 
ful in  this  divine  command. 

"  Everybody  smokes  and  drinks  a 
little,  so  why  should  you  be  such  a  '  heel 
,ind  stand  out  alone'.'  "  The  slinky,  slimy 
deceiver  who  would  pose  as  our  friend  to 
show  us  a  good  time,  fails  to  tell  us  the 
unalterable  truth:  that  we  must  choose  be- 
tween these  things  and  the  constant  in- 
dwelling of  the  spirit  of  God — the  greatest 
source  of  strength,  comfort  and  protection 
that  anyone  can  have.  He  urges  the 
colourful,  effervescent  pleasures  of  the  one; 
but  never  mentions  the  forfeiture  of  the 
deep   and   abiding  joys  of  the   other. 

The  God-given  faculty  of  sex,  designed 
as  a  source  of  unmeasured  and  never  end- 
ing joy  and  blessings,  this  same  tempter 
delights  to  see  prostituted  until  it  becomes 
the  fountain  of  disease,  sorrow,  broken 
homes  and  lost  manhood  and  womanhood.' 
I  )oes  he  expect  such  a  leap  from  best  to 
worst  all  at  once?  Oh  no.  Probably  the 
slightest  breakover  first;  then  a  little  more 
and  a  little  more.  The  silken  cord  in  time 
becomes  a  clanking  chain.  No  truer  words 
are  found  than  these:  — 

Sin  is  a   monster  of  such  hideous  mien 

That  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  seen; 

But   seen   too  oft — familiar  with   his  face 

We  first  endure,  then  pity,  then  embrace. 
In  this,  ns  in  other  things,  there  is  safety 
only  in  avoiding  "  the  very  appearance  of 
evil." 

May  good  citizenship,  strength  of  charac- 
ter and  religious  zeal  characterize  the  lives 
of  the  Saints  in  the  mission  field.  May 
their  example  and  influence'  be  as  a  leaver! 
of  righteousness  in  the  communities  in 
which  they  live.  May  they  be  mindful  of 
the  immortal  words  of  the  Master  spoken 
on  the  mount : 

'  Therefore    whosoever    heareth    these 

sayings  of  mine,   and  doeth   them,   T  will 

liken  him  unto  a  wise  man,   which  built 

his  house  upon  a  rock  : 


And  the  rain  descended,  and  the  floods 
(tame.,  and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon 
that  house;  and  it  fell  not:  for  it  was 
founded  upon  a  rock. 

And  every  one  that  heareth  these  Bay- 
ings  of  mine,  and  doeth  them  not  shall 
be  likened  unto  a  foolish  man,  which 
built  his  house  upon   the  sand: 

And  the  rain  descended,  and  the  Hoods 
came,  and  the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon 
that  house;  and  it  fell:  and  great  was  the 
fall  of  it." 

Proper  proselytes  in  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  may  be  converted  through  the 
missionaries  but  never  to  them.  They  are 
never  of  Paul  or  of  Apollas  or  of  Cephas, 
but  of  Him  who  died  on  Calvary  for  them. 
The  missionaries  may  be  called  out  of  the 
field,  or  they  may  transgress  and  lose  the 
faith ;  but  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
remains   unchanged.  In  it  is  the  saving 

power   to   lift   men   up    to   the   presence   of 
God. 

O      GJ     

It  seems  that  many  people  could  accept 
the  teachings  of  Mormonism  but  they  hesi- 
tate in  accepting  Joseph  Smith.  If  one 
does  not  accept  him,  there  is  little  left,  as 
everything  depends  upon  the  truthfulness  of 
hi«  */   timony. " 

— Elder  Donald  G.  Stenquist. 


Nobody  can  trifle  with  drink  without  join- 
ing hands  with  the  Devil.       You  go  into  his 
territory    the    minute   you   touch   it    and    he 
plays  with  you  until  he  finally  destroys  you. 
— George  Albert  Smith. 


Wealth,  knowledge,  everything  gained  is 
of  no  more  value  than  a  soap  bubble  if  there 
is  not  a  foundation  upon  which  to  build  a 
moral  and  honest  character. 

— Heber  J.    Grant. 

Branch  Teachers'  Message From  page  173. 

fasted.     The  observance  of  this   principle   is   nut 

an  extra  drain   on  the  family  budget. 

Latter-day  Saints,  live  the  law  of  the  fast 
and  be  blessed  physically  and  spiritually. 
Enjoy  the  satisfaction  that  your  obedience 
blesses  i;he"  poor  and  the  unfortunate.  Experi- 
ence the  joy  of  being  of  some  real  tangible 
value  to  someone  else.  Give  of  yourselves  and 
your  substance,  and  God  will  give  of  himself 
and  his  bounties  to  vou. 
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Bargain. 
Then  there's  the  one  about  the  tiny  girl  who 
asked    her   Scotch   parents: 

"  Mother, ,  what  are   prayers?" 

"  Messages   to   heaven,   my  dear."    replied  the 
mother. 

"  Then    that    is    why    father    always    says    his 
prayers    at    night — to    get    the    low    rate." 

Railway    Employees'    Journal. 


Tell  it  to  'em. 

Marine:  "  When  we  landed  on  the  shore  and 
advanced  the  .Japs  acted  like  a  pair  of  silk 
stockings. 

Friend:    "  How's  that?  " 

Marine—   "  Well — a  few  Yanks  and  they  ran. 

Boy's  Life. 
□     B 

Parse  it  by. 

One  day  while  laying  on  the  green 
A  little  book  I  seen 
An  English  grammar  was  the  edition 
So  I  left   it   lay  m  the   same  position. 


Whom? 

A:    "  Who   are  you   shoving?" 

B:    "I   don't   know.        What's  your   name?" 

□     □ 

Herr   Raising  Story. 
Wit:   "  It  sure  wont'  end  the  samo  way." 
Nit:   "  What  won't?  " 

Wit:    "Well,    you    see   the  Nazis   marched   to 
war  with  the  <j;oose  step." 
Nit:    "  Yes,  and?  " 

Wit:    "Any    left    will    crawl    out    with    goose 
pimples." 

Boy's  Life. 

Q     a 


Rare. 

"  1  hear  your  new  secretary  is  a  woman  of 
rare  intelligence." 

"  Yes,  she  rarely  shows  any." 

□     u 

Results. 

Customer:  "Honestly,  now,  is  this  hair- 
grower   any   good?  " 

Barber:  "My  dear  sir,  do  you  see  this  hair 
brush  1  am  using?  Until  some  of  this  hair- 
grower  got  spilled  on  it  last  week,  it  was  a 
ping-pong   paddle." 

Railway  Employees'   Journal. 


Harmony. 

The  world  is  full  of  willing  people;  some  are 
willing  to  work,  and  others  are  willing  to  let 
them. 

Railway   Employees'   .Journal. 

a    a 

Shock. 

On  a  tram  a  man  gave  a  woman  a  seat.  She 
fainted.  On  recovering  she  thanked  him.  Then 
he  fainted. 

Think  Tank. 

□  G 

Heated. 

Men  arc  like  steel — of  little  use  when  they 
lose  their  temper. 

Sunshine  Magazine. 

□  □ 

Call  the  Guard. 

Colonel:  "Your  reports  should  be  written  in 
such  a  manner  that  even  the  most  ignorant 
may  understand  them." 

Sergeant:  "And  what  is  it.  sir,  that  you 
don't    understand. 

Q      □ 


Her   Ring. 

Sally:  "Now  that  we're  engaged,  Sandy, 
you'll  give  me  a  ring,   won't  you?  " 

Sandy.  "  Certainly.  Sally,  whats'  your  phone 
number?  " 


Letter  Man 

Albert:  "So  you,  claim  you  were  a  three- 
letter  man  at  Varsity.  What  were  the 
letters?  " 

Filbert:    "  Well,   most  of  them   were  I  O  U." 
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Cfcrfetmaa  draper  anb  &nsfoer 

By  THORNTON    Y.  BOOTH 

From   the  fighting  front,  probably   somewhere  in  New   Guinea,  comes 

this   Christmas   message.        The  author   is  formerly   of  Brigham   Young 

University    publications    staff,    and    now    in    the    Army  of    the    United 

States  (Infantry). 


DEAR  Lord : 
I  can't  repeat  the  usual  Christmas  prayer 
When  "Peace  on  earth,  good  will  toward  men"  is  but 
A  tragic  mockery.  Men  seem  to  care 
For  nothing  now  except  the  means  to  cut 
Their  fellows  down.     Good  will  and  peace  are  stored 
For  the  duration.       And  glory  Thou 
On  high  art  given  seems  in  hope  Thy  sword 
Will  conquer  opposition  quickly — now! 
Is  this,  then,  what  Thy  angels  meant  that  night 
In  singing  "  Peace  on  earth — "  ?  Two  thousand  years 
Of  carnage,  torture,  fear,  and  "might  makes  right"  ? 
"  Good  will  toward  men — "  Does  that  consist  of  jeers 
(Though  sometimes  clothed  in  diplomatic  cant) 
When  conquered  peoples  ask  for  charity, 
Those  weak  for  help,  those  poor  for  food?  To  grant 
Such  boons  in  truly  Christian  rarity. 
Though  this  may  sound  impertinent,  dear  Lord, 
I  ask  Thee,  wasn't  that  an  unkind  touch 
Of  Godly  irony,  directing  toward 
The  earth  a  peace,  good-will  pronouncement  such 
As  man  had  never  heard  before,  proclaimed 
By  angel  song,  yet  followed  by  a  score 
Of  war  and  hate-filled  centuries  that  shamed 
Most  those  who  claimed  to  know  Thy  gospel  lore? 
Is  it,  then,  strange  that  I  am  filled  with  doubt 
This  Christmas,  as  to  what  to  pray  about? 


« «  M  Y  Child," 

*    *     The  answer  seemed  quietly  to  possess 
My  doubting  soul,  dismissing  fear  and  strife. 
"  The  angels'   message   still   rings  true  to  bless 
Those  who  will  hear.    They  sang  of  him  whose  life 
Made  possible  real  peace  on  earth,   whose  love 
Best  demonstrates  '  Good  will  toward  men.' 
For  this,  my  Son  was  sent  from  here  above — 
To  live  the  way  of  fullest  joy,  and  then, 
Through  power  undissipated  by  one  breath 
Of  sin,  he  blazed  the  path  of  glory  back 
Into  my  presence,  overcoming  death. 
He  clearly  taught  the  Plan,  there  is  no  lack 
Of  opportunity  or  help  for  those 
Who  really  seek  for  peace.     The  thousands  who 
Have  found  it  through  their  faith  in  Me,  who  chose 


To  learn  the  gospel  plan  and  follow  through 

With  living  it,  have  overcome  their  woe, 

Not  gaining  just  the  peace  the  earth  imparts 

But  that  deep  comfort  only  I  bestow, 

Of  unafraid,  untroubled,  joyful  hearts. 

It  may  be  true  that  there  has  been*  more  strife 

Than  peace  since  angels  sang  that  Christmas  song. 

If  so,  it  is  because  men  chose  such  life 

As  brought  on  war.      Wrong  always  fosters  wrong. 

A  kind,  unselfish  heart,  a  soul  that's  pure 

I,  even  God,  can't  give  men  such  a  thing. 

My  prophets  can  but  let  them  know  the  sure 

Inexorable  law  of  harvesting. 

Men  have  my  rules,  and  for  themselves  must  choose 

To  gain  the  blessings  by  obeying  them, 

Or,  as  so  many  have  discovered,  lose 

Their  peace — their  all — by  disobeying  them. 

When  men  think  they  are  Christians  by  the  act 

They  go  through  once  a  year  of  taking  care 

Of  fellow  men  in  want,  the  ones  who  lacked 

Life's  goods  the  whole  year  through,  let  them  beware. 

And  nations,  hoping  to  preserve  themselves 

By  turning  eyes  aside  while  tyrants  chain 

Some  weaker  people,  and  cruel  power  shelves 

All  promises  of  justice,  hope  in  vain 

The  selfish  has  his  joy  cut  at  the  source 

Because  his  year-round  habits  pinch  his  soul ; 

While  peoples  who  ignore  the  tyrant's  force 

Will  find  their  own  loved  land  his  further  goal. 

And  though  the  war  is  shattering  your  world 

You  still  may  pray  for  peace  at  Christmas  time, 

If  you  can  keep  the  flag  of  faith  unfurled, 

And  let  a  love-filled  heart  beat  out  the  chime: 

'Good  will  toward  men.'    Though  you  must  crush  a  foe 

For  his  injustice — you  will  find  more  peace. 

In  raging  strife  than  you  would  have  with  no 

Love  in  your  heart,  should  wars  forever  cease." 

THE  paradox  of  peace  in  war!    His  word, 
Familiar,  crossed  the  centuries :  I  heard — 
"  Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you: 
Not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you. 
Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled, 
Neither  let  it  be  afraid. 

Improvement  Era. 
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